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A Few First Books 

The Omega and Other Poems, by Edward Shillito. B. H. 

Blackwell, Oxford, Eng. 

Mr. Shillito is characteristically the average good rhymer 
of today. Smothering under a heap of vague metaphors, old 
words, lines that might have been just transplanted from 
any book of poems of the last century or before, are the sor- 
row and the mysticism of a man of today — a living man of 
an actual today. One does not doubt his faith in Christ — 
most of the poems are religious — and yet one is not moved 
by it. Christ is in Mr. Shillito's heart, but he presents him 
to us with so much rhetorical trapping, reminding us of so 
many other Christs we have seen, that we cannot differen- 
tiate his from the others. 

And yet a man of today is alive under this borrowed cloak. 
For a cloak it is — and it is extraneous to the body it covers. 
Rhymes are too often that, in our days: a borrowed cloak 
hiding an impotent body ; or a dress covering a body which 
would be fine but for the fact that it needs such a dress. 
This last is almost exactly the case of Mr. Shillito's poems. 

Out of Doors, and Gods and Devils, by John Russell Mc- 
Carthy. James T. White & Co. 

Puns and jokes and little witty words about trees and 
flowers! McCarthy's Out of Doors is such stuff as makes 
the conversation and repartee of hiking parties of gentlefolk. 
When it gets too strong it hurts one — looks as though the 
author were jeering flowers and trees to get an ingratiating 
smile from the rest of the hiking party. Images that so ob- 
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